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PART I 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  SUMMARY INFORMATION 
 

The Turners Falls RiverCulture Project is seeking proposals from qualified artist, landscape designer, 

landscape architect or team to develop a temporary public art installation (lasting up to 3 years) along a public 

non-vehicular pathway in downtown Turners Falls. The maximum sum available for the project is $4,500, 

including $1,000 for an artistôs design fee and $3,500 for construction materials, labor, delivery, assembly and 

installation.   

 

All proposals must be received no later than 4:00 PM Eastern Standard Time on Thursday, December 

4, 2008.  Mail to 

 

C/O Lisa Davol 

RiverCulture Project Coordinator  

Planning Office 

Town of Montague 

One Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

 

All Proposals must be complete and in compliance with the submission requirements outlined in the Request 

for Proposals (RFP). Incomplete proposals and proposals received after the deadline will not be accepted for 

consideration. 

 

Questions about the RFP may be directed to RiverCulture Project Coordinator Lisa Davol at the address 

above, by email, riverculture@montague.net or at 413-230-9910.  

 

The RiverCulture Project Steering Committee reserves the right to cancel this request for proposals, to change 

the scope of work, to accept proposals in whole or in part and to reject or any and all proposals. 

mailto:riverculture@montague.net
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Part II: Introduction and Project Description 

 

Turners Falls RiverCulture Project 

Turners Falls RiverCulture encourages the development of creative and cultural industries in the Turners Falls 

area by hosting and promoting cultural events, nurturing local artists and establishing an environment that 

attracts businesses, residents and visitors. We believe that inviting people to experience creativity and offering 

access to arts and culture significantly enhances their quality of life and is a vital component to a desirable 

destination. By highlighting our heritage and indigenous assets as we cultivate creative endeavors, we intend 

to engender a strong sense of community.  
  

RiverCulture revolves around a calendar of events to draw attention to the elements that make Turners Falls 

special. Projects and events highlight the economic, ecological, geographic and cultural significance of the 

Connecticut River, as well as local architecture and art. Activities in 2008 include tours of downtown studios 

and museums, performances at the Shea Theater, a series of exhibits and lectures by internationally-known 

photographers, lectures on the natural history of the Connecticut River, Outdoor concerts in Peskeomskut 

Park, art exhibits, crafts fairs, Laundromat fashion show, a downtown Block Party, public art installations, 

and literary events, among others. These activities are intended to increase and diversify the audience for the arts 

and the customer base and sales for local businesses.  

 

For more information on the RiverCulture Project and project events, please see www.turnersfallsriverculture.org.  

 

Turners Falls RiverCulture Pathways Project  
 

The Turners Falls RiverCulture Pathways Project is seeking a qualified artist, landscape designer, landscape 

architect or team to design, create and install temporary (to last up to 3 years) public art installation on the 7
th

 

Street walkway leading from downtown Turners Falls up to the ñhillò section of Turners Falls, which is one of 

a small network of pathways in the village. This Pathway is intended to become an artistic and enriching 

space, connecting the downtown Village of Turners Falls with the residential Hill section of town and our 

greater community. This Pathway is also expected to serve as a unique and artistic feature of Montague as 

well as a pleasant and inspiring path encouraging people to walk downtown. 

 

The 7
th

 Street Pathway is 240 foot paved walkway that cuts through a shaded wooded area and is often a place 

for litter and dumping.  A recent community cleanup of the pathways turned up many empty liquor bottles, 

household trash, and garden waste.  While the history of the pathways is not clearly known, it is presumed that 

they were created as a shortcut for workers traveling from home to the mills, church or other activities. Many 

of the paths are now used by residents going to and from downtown and by students walking from home to 

school. For this reason, an educational theme may be appropriate.  

 

The project aims to foster commitment between various community members (schools, youth groups, resource 

centers, town governance, and area artists) to engage in a collaborative and creative process to redesign a 

neglected part of this community space.  A public input session was conducted to discuss residentsô ideas and 

desires for the space.  

http://www.turnersfallsriverculture.org/
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Public Input 
A two-hour public meeting was held to gather input and ideas about the pathways in Turners Falls. Complete 

notes from the meeting are included in Appendix A. Many ideas were generated about what the needs are for 

the pathways; what the wants and desires are for the space; and, participants expressed concerns they have 

about the space in general and for using it to exhibit public art.  

 

Please note that some of these responses refer to the larger pathway project ï this call for proposals reflects a 

starting point.  

 

 

Project Budget 
One installation design will be chosen.  The budget for the entire project will be $4,500, including a $1,000 

artistôs fee and $3,500 for construction materials, labor, delivery, and assembly and installation requirements. 

 

 

Project Requirements  
Because of the limited wheel chair accessibility of this existing pathway, the installation must be viewable 

from at least one of the pathway entrances.  
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Map of Site – Downtown Turners Falls  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Images of Pathway  

 

 

Pathway site for installation 

Another public pathway  

 

 Base of the walkway leading up the hill. 

Blue shaded area is the downtown 

 Pathway starts at the end of 7
th

 Street as it 

turns into Hill Street. The pathway leads from 

the densely populated urban downtown to a 

neighborhood with mostly single family 

homes with lawns and a neighborhood school. 
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 End of the walkway spilling out on to the street a few 

blocks from an elementary school. 

 Fall view of the walkway with stone 

pillars lining the walk. 
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Part III: Artist Eligibility and Submission Requirements 

 

 

Artist Eligibility 
RiverCulture invites artists, landscape designers and landscape architects or groups who are lead by persons 

21 years or older, from all disciplines and from all regions of the country to submit proposals for the creation 

of a public art installation at the designated pathway site.  RiverCulture encourages proposals from all persons 

irrespective of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation or national origin.   

 
 

Submission Requirements 
All Proposals must be submitted in sealed packages containing one (1) original and seven (8) copies 

clearly labeled with the following: 

 

TITLE: ñRiverCulture Pathways Projectò 

 

FROM: Name and Address of Proposer(s) 

 

TO: RiverCulture Pathways Project Steering Committee 

c/o Lisa Davol, Project Coordinator 

Planning Office 

Town of Montague 

One Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

 
Submissions will not be accepted by electronic mail. 

 

 

Minimum Requirements 

All proposals shall include: 
 

1. Resume and artist statement. 

2. One page written description of the work and visual representations of the project concept sufficient to 

give an accurate visual impression of the finished work. 

3. Detailed plan for construction and installation. 

4. CD with up to 10 digital jpeg images of recent work. If submitting a finished work, please include 

multiple slides showing all possible views.  The CD must be PC compatible.  Proposals that do not 

meet the minimum requirements will not be considered for review. 

5. Detailed budget of how funds will be utilized.  

6. One (1) copy of each of the documents included in Appendices A and B of this RFP, signed by the 

proposer.  Any partners included in the proposal shall also submit signed copies of these documents.  

7. Three professional references.  
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Additional submissions, optional 

1. Up to three (3) relevant reviews, essays or catalogues.  

2. Self addressed stamped envelope for return of materials. 

 

Deadline 

 
Proposals are due by 4:00 PM on Thursday, December 4, after which time a register of proposals will be 

made available upon request. Proposals delivered after the deadline will not be accepted for 

consideration. 

 

Selection Process 
Selection Process: 

A selection committee made up of RiverCulture Project partners, town officials and independent jurors 

specializing in the field will review proposal submissions and background information to select the winning 

proposals. Review will be based on the comparative criteria outlined in Part IV. 
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Part IV: COMPARATIVE CRITERIA 

 

Proposals that meet the minimum criteria will be evaluated according to the following comparative criteria: 

 
 Highly Advantageous Advantageous Not Advantageous 

    

Artistic Merit 

Proposal for artwork is clear, detailed, 

original and visually attractive, and 
responds specifically and creatively to 

the site described in the RFP.  

Proposal contains multiple examples 
of completed work that is also 

creative and attractive.   

Proposal for artwork is visually 

attractive and would be appropriate 

for at least one of the three 
proposed sites.  Proposal contains 

at least one example of completed 

work that is visually attractive.  

Proposal for artwork is vague, 
generic or has no particular 

connection to or relationship 

with any of the three 
proposed locations.  

    

Interpretation of Themes  

Proposed artwork interprets and 
responds to the history and/or public 

input about Turners Falls and the 

pathway as special in a unique, 

thought-provoking and memorable 

way.  

Proposed artwork interprets and 

responds to the history and/or 

public input about Turners Falls 

and the pathway.  

Proposed artwork does not 
interpret or respond to the 

themes of the project. 

    

Durability/Practicality 

Proposed artwork is designed to be 
durable in an outdoor setting for up to 

three years.  Proposed artwork is 
designed to be resistant to vandalism.  

Proposed artwork can be easily 

installed on and removed from the 
location for which it is designed. 

Proposed artwork is designed to be 
durable in an outdoor setting for up 

to one year.   

Proposed artwork is either 

clearly designed to be 
permanent, or is unlikely to 

withstand outdoor conditions 

for a year. 

    

Previous experience 

Proposal documents the artistôs 

extensive experience and success with 
design and construction of public art 

for an outdoor setting, including good 

visual representations of pieces that 
serve functions similar to the artwork 

requested by the pathways project.  

Proposal contains examples of 

artistôs work that has been installed 
in an outdoor setting 

 

There is no information in the 

proposal to indicate that artist 

has successfully designed, 
constructed and installed 

work similar to that requested 

by the pathways project. 

    

Clear Proposal and 

demonstrated ability to 

complete the project in a 

timely basis 

The respondent demonstrates clear 
understanding of the project and 

proposes detailed plan to complete the 

project by the deadline.. 

The respondent demonstrates an 
acceptable understanding of the 

project and a credible scheme to 

complete the project by the 
deadline. 

The respondent demonstrates 
an insufficient understanding 

of the project and a poor 

scheme to complete the 
project by the deadline. 
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PART V 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. Amendments/Modifications to Proposals 

The Proposer may, at any time prior to the deadline for submission of the Proposals, amend or modify a 

Proposal by submitting the amendment/modification to the address specified in Part III of the RFP, in a 

sealed package containing seven (7) copies of the amendment/modification and clearly marked with the 

following information: 

 

TITLE: ñAmendment/Modification to the RiverCulture Pathways 

Project Proposal 

 

FROM: Name and Address of Proposer(s) 

 

TO: RiverCulture Pathways Project Steering Committee 

c/o Lisa Davol 

Planning Office 

Town of Montague 

One Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

 

 

Amendments/modifications to Proposals are due at 4:00 PM on Monday, December 8, 2008. 

 

2. Withdrawal of Proposals 

Any Proposer may withdraw their Proposal at any time prior to the deadline established in this RFP.  The 

Proposer wishing to withdraw a Proposal must provide a written authorization and/or acknowledgment 

that he or she is withdrawing the Proposal and that the Town of Montague is held harmless from any 

responsibility as a result of the Proposal withdrawal. 

 

3. Rejection of Proposals 

RiverCulture reserves the right to reject any or all Proposals.   RiverCulture has established a not to exceed 

price of $4,500 for the installation. 

 

4. Addenda 

Any addenda to the RFP will be sent by registered mail, fax or email to those who requested a copy of the 

RFP.  RiverCulture will not be responsible for notifying anyone who received a copy of the RFP from 

anyone other than the  RiverCulture.  If it is not possible to notify all parties who received an RFP from 

RiverCulture prior to the deadline for submission, RiverCulture reserves the right to extend the deadline 

for submission through proper notice.  No oral interpretation of the meaning of RFP requirements will be 

made.  Every request for such interpretation shall be in writing addressed to Lisa Davol, the  RiverCulture 

Project Coordinator, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 or riverculture@montague.net and to be 

given consideration must be received (7) days prior to the date fixed for the opening of proposals.  Any 

and all such interpretations and supplemental instructions will be mailed or emailed to all prospective 

proposers (at the respective addresses furnished for such purposes), no later than (3) days prior to the date 

mailto:riverculture@montague.net
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fixed for the opening of proposals.  Failure of any Proposer to receive any addendum or interpretation shall 

not relieve the proposer from any obligations under their proposal as submitted. 

 

 

 
Project Schedule 

   

Request for Proposals Available Friday, November 7, 2008 

Proposals Due at Town Hall 4 p.m. Thursday, December 4, 2008 

Notify selected proposers  

Public announcement  

Award Contract 

December 22, 2008 

December 29, 2008  

December 29, 2008 

Deadline for installation of selected works September 1, 2009 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTES 

 



 

 

 
Needs/basics: what the group stated

Stewardship 

Safety 

Public awareness of pathway 

existence 

Maintenance 

Momentum 

Economic development 

Beauty 

Connection to nature 

Utilitarian 

Physical connection: 

Home to work 

Home to school 

Convenience 

Source of pride 

Reclamation of space otherwise 

wasted 

Promote walking 

Education 

Interpretation 

Interconnection

 

Wants/desires: what the group expressed

Promote pride/caring/steward-

ship 

Community leadership and 

people 

Education 

Momentum 

Transformation from neglected 

space to sacred/reverence 

Engagement of community 

Infuse money into town 

Healing of murder 

Provide viewing area 

Map-knowing where the paths 

are would be helpful 

Tie in with new bike path 

Night use 

Handrail 

Increasing use/ mobility 

A general plan 

 

Fears/concerns: what the group noted

Liability 

Wheelchair 

accessibility/impossible 

slopes 

Pollution, litter 

Abutter complaints 

Vandalism, graffiti, attractive 

nuisance- perennial 

vandalism 

Canôt change what is 

Overpopulation/overuse 

destroying the attraction of 

solitude 

Outsiders taking over, but 

outside views can be 

refreshing/vital 

 

Opportunities: Towards a Vision, the outcomes of the discussion 

Ideas to promote and 

encourage:  

Seasonal use incl. winter 

Sense of place 

Transformation of neglected 

space 

Seeing through new eyes 

 

Source of pride  

Participation with greater 

community 

Collective ownership 

Tourist-friendly 

Inter-town connections  

 

Care of environment  

Concerns:  

Gentrification  

Vandalism  

How to frame graffiti art 

 

 

 

The 7
th

 Street Pathway will initiate the larger project with a commissioned temporary artistic installation. The 

installation is not limited to foreign materials ï plantings and natural materials will also be considered.  

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX B 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RFP REQUIREMENTS 
 

 



 

 

 
Appendix “B” 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RFP REQUIREMENTS 

 

I, _________________________,  ______________________ of ___________________ 

   Name           Title                                           Proposer/Organization 

 

hereby acknowledge that I fully understand the terms, conditions and requirements contained within the 

Request For Proposals for Public Art for the Turners Falls RiverCulture Project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________  _____________ 

Signature                                                                           Date 

 

__________________________________ 

Title   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

CERTIFICATE OF NON-COLLUSION AND TAX 

COMPLIANCE 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Appendix “C” 

 

 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF NON-COLLUSION 

 

The undersigned certifies under the pains and penalties of perjury that this bid or proposal has been made 

and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this 

certification, the word ñpersonò shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union, 

committee, club, or other organization, entity, or group of individuals.  

 

  

               ____________________________________________ 

               Signature of individual submitting the bid or proposal  

 

 ________________________________ 
 Name of business 

 

 

 

TAX COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION 

 

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 62C, 49A, I certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that, to the best of my 

knowledge and belief, I am in compliance with all laws of the Commonwealth relating to taxes, reporting 

of employees and contractors, and withholding and remitting child support. 

 

 

 ____________________________________________ 

 Signature of person submitting bid or proposal 

 

 

 ____________________________________________ 

 Name of business 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) and Certification W-9 Form 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (as shown on your income tax return) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business name (if different from above) 

 

Check appropriate box:  

Χ   Individual/Sole proprietor 

Χ   Corporation 

Χ   Partnership 

Χ   Other _____________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, and ZIP Code 

 

 

 

Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) 
 

Enter your TIN on the appropriate line below. The TIN provided must match the name given on Line 1 to 

avoid backup withholding. For individuals, this is your social security number (SSN). However, for a 

resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the IRS instructions on filling out Form W-9. For 

other entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). 

 

SSN: ____________________________________ 

 

EIN: ____________________________________ 

 

 

Certification 

Under penalties of perjury, I certify that: 

1.  The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting 

for a number to be issued to me), and 

2.  I am not subject to backup withholding because: a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or 

b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup 

withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or c) the IRS has notified me 

that I am no longer subject to backup withholding, and 

3.  I am a U.S. person (including a U.S. resident alien). 

 

Certification Instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you 

are currently subject to backup withholding because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on 

your tax return. 

 

Signature of U.S. person: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: ___________________________________________________ 


